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3. The building contains more than 16 dwelling
units  or sleeping units.

Exceptions:

1 . A fire alarm system is not required in build-
ings not more than two stories in height where
all dwelling units  or sleeping units  and contig-
uous attic and crawl spaces are separated from
each other and public or common areas by not
less than 1 -hour fire partitions and each dwell-
ing unit or sleeping unit has an exit directly to
a public way,  egress court or yard.

2. Manual fire alarm boxes are not required
where the building is equipped throughout
with an automatic sprinkler system installed in
accordance with Section 903.3.1 .1  or
903.3.1 .2 and the occupant notification appli-
ances will automatically activate throughout
the notification zones upon a sprinkler water
flow.

3. A fire alarm system is not required in build-
ings that do not have interior corridors serving
dwelling units  and are protected by an
approved automatic sprinkler system installed
in accordance with Section 903.3.1 .1  or
903.3.1 .2,  provided that dwelling units  either
have a means of egress  door opening directly
to an exterior exit access  that leads directly to
the exits  or are served by open-ended corri-
dors  designed in accordance with Section
1027.6,  Exception 3.

907.2.9.2 Smoke alarms.  Single-  and multiple-station
smoke alarms shall be installed in accordance with Sec-
tion 907.2.10.

907.2.9.3 Group R-2 college and university build-

ings. An automatic smoke detection system that acti-
vates the occupant notification system in accordance
with Section 907.5  shall be installed in Group R-2
occupancies operated by a college or university for stu-
dent or staff housing in all of the following locations:

1 . Common spaces outside of dwelling units  and
sleeping units.

2. Laundry rooms,  mechanical equipment rooms
and storage rooms.

3. All interior corridors serving sleeping units  or
dwelling units.

Exception:  An automatic smoke detection
system is not required in buildings that do not
have interior corridors  serving sleeping units
or dwelling units  and where each sleeping unit
or dwelling unit either has a means of egress
door opening directly to an exterior exit access
that leads directly to an exit or a means of
egress  door opening directly to an exit.

Required smoke alarms in dwelling units  and sleep-
ing units  in Group R-2 occupancies operated by a col-
lege or university for student or staff housing shall be

interconnected with the fire alarm system in accordance
with NFPA 72.

907.2.10 Single- and multiple-station smoke alarms.
Listed single- and multiple-station smoke alarms comply-
ing with UL 217 shall be installed in accordance with Sec-
tions 907.2.10.1  through 907.2.10.7 and NFPA 72.

907.2.10.1  Group R-1.  Single- or multiple-station
smoke alarms shall be installed in all of the following
locations in Group R-1 :

1 . In sleeping areas.

2. In every room in the path of the means of egress
from the sleeping area to the door leading from
the sleeping unit.

3 . In each story within the sleeping unit,  including
basements.  For sleeping units  with split levels
and without an intervening door between the
adjacent levels,  a smoke alarm installed on the
upper level shall suffice for the adjacent lower
level provided that the lower level is less than one
full story below the upper level.

907.2.10.2 Groups R-2, R-3, R-4 and I-1.  Single or
multiple-station smoke alarms shall be installed and
maintained in Groups R-2,  R-3,  R-4 and I-1  regardless
of occupant load at all of the following locations:

1 . On the ceiling or wall outside of each separate
sleeping area in the immediate vicinity of bed-
rooms.

2. In each room used for sleeping purposes.

3 . In each story within a dwelling unit,  including
basements  but not including crawl spaces and
uninhabitable attics.  In dwellings or dwelling
units  with split levels  and without an interven-
ing door between the adjacent levels,  a smoke
alarm installed on the upper level shall suffice
for the adjacent lower level provided that the
lower level is  less  than one full story below the
upper level.

907.2.10.3 Installation near cooking appliances.

Smoke alarms shall not be installed in the following
locations unless this would prevent placement of a
smoke alarm in a location required by Section
907.2.10.1  or 907.2.10.2:

1 . Ionization smoke alarms shall not be installed
less than 20 feet (6096 mm) horizontally from a
permanently installed cooking appliance.  

2. Ionization smoke alarms with an alarm-silencing
switch shall not be installed less  than 10 feet
(3048 mm) horizontally from a permanently
installed cooking appliance.

3. Photoelectric smoke alarms shall not be installed
less than 6 feet (1829 mm) horizontally from a
permanently installed cooking appliance.

907.2.10.4 Installation near bathrooms.  Smoke
alarms shall be installed not less than 3  feet (914 mm)
horizontally from the door or opening of a bathroom
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